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Fort Plesnay, France,
November 24, 19158,
My Dear Dad: ;

As you probably know tomorrow is
the day set aside for everybody In the
A. K F. to write to his Dad—il he
has one. I am very thankful that I
I have one to write to.

In this letter it will be my effort to
give you some idea of where I have
been in France and what I have been
doing, and will also give you the
names of some of the most important
places I have been In so you can pick
out my course on the map if possible.
Unfortunately I don't have the dates
when I was in the different places.

. +We left America June 15, on a
little old boat called the Lenape.
Incidently, it was the smallest boat
in the transport service. We landed
in Brest about June 24, staying in a
so called rest camp for three days.
We then loaded on a traln and pro-
ceeded to a tralning area in the east-
ern part of France, detraining at a
little town called Vauxanbique in the
Haute Marne district. My Battalion
was billleted in Chalancey 15 klim.
from there. We trained about three
weeks In this section and then start-
ed for the front by rail, passing
through Belfast and detraining at
Movellars about ten kilometers from
the Swiss border. We billeted in a
little town called Chalandry for sev-
eral days, then marched to Ritzmiller
by night. It being In Alsace, and
only eight kilms. from the front line
but so far as the people were concern-
ed It could have been a hundred.
Most everyone was German sympa-
thizers and naturally the Germans
did not bother them with artillery.

in and move on. It Is more than I
can describe. This being our first
real attack we knew no fear. We
gained our objective about noon that
day and then held the woods for five
days. After this we had several small
advances but nothing like the great
one. This Bois de Harmant is north

the Meuse, about fifteen kilms. from
Verdun. We were switched around
In the line several times and finally
recieved on the night of October 29th.
Then we departed to a rest area via
motor trucks driven by Chinese’
Coolles.

This might give you some idea of
what the boys have been up against,
and when I come back, which I hope
will be soon, I will take a few *day¥’

gret very much that I cannot be with
you all Thanksgiving: however I will
try and be there in 1919. I am very
thankful though that I came out of
it alive and hope we will never have
to go through another war like this,
The health has been exceptidnally
good over here, and It Is wonderful
how the boys stand up under some of,
the hardships. It is nothing but the
good old American ‘“‘pep" that keeps
a lot of them going.
As you probably know, I am at:
tending school at this place and will
be here for about four weeks longer.
Une month from tomorrow will be
Christmas. [ certainly wish all of
you a very merry Christmas and a
happy New Year. Remember me to
Mr. and Mrs. Keene. Both of their
letters were appreciated and I will
answer them soon.
Love toall the family.
voted son,
1st Lieut. Mead Arbogast.
Co. G. 114 Inft. [, S. A.

Your de-

On July 29%h I had my first sight of] 2+ £+ O 703 A- B. F

the front lines and could actually see

over Into Germon territory. Natur- November 10, 1918,
Dear Sister:

ally it was very thrilling. My Bat-
tallion took over the front line in the
Hagenbauch sector on August lst, |t let you know that I am well and
the name of the sector coming from hope you all are the same. [ receiv-
town where our battalion headquar|ed your letter Saturday and was glad
ters were located. We were in the|tohear from you. I would have writ-
trenches for fourteen days and during | ¥en sooner, but we have been moving
this time I did quite 'a lot of patrol around so much [ haven't had any
work and was over in the German|time to write but have settled down
trenches several times and got away again. We were up at the fronta
with it. We also experienced two|few days We are now in a big town
ralds, one of which I was cited. |but there is nobody living in it.
This was actually a regular warin| [ am unloading supplies at the
this sector and our casulties were|railroad now. I saw Frank Herbert
very light. If one was careful there | the other day: Le is the only one that
was not much danger to speak of be-|I have seen from home. Itis get-
cause the artillery was not very ac- ting pretty frosty here now.

tive only at times and you could set| I hope you are all better of gripp
your watch by is. In fact it wasa|by now. I had gripp for a week but

I will try to drop you a few lines

seal nice country; we could get plenty | #m all right Mll'- Well I will close

for thistime. Hope how soon I can
come home, Answer soon and te]l
allthe news. Your brother,
Pri. Roy V. Kellison,
Co. G. 6th Div. Ammu. Train
American E. F. France.

to eat, and a good place to sleep as a
rule.

We were very anxious to get into
the big drive on the western front.
Along about September 20 we en-
trained at Mavillars and started out
but not knowing where our destina-
tion was. We traveled for one day
and night and detrained at Roving
south of Verdun. This was really
ofr first sight of destruction by war.
The Germans had been there In 1914,
and when they left every house was
blown up or burned, but had been
bullt up considerable since then.
From Roving we started to tour
France on foot, as it seemed to many
of us. We marched always by night
as it was very dangerous to be seen
even though we were still about 30
miles behind the line. There was
also danger of areoplanes dropping
bombs. Each place we landed in
showed signs of more destruction
until finally we would pass through
towns and not know it because every
house was blotted out by the artillery.
About the 29 of September we began
to hear some real artillery: it wasa
continuous roar all the time. We
were often right in the midst of our
own heavy artillery and really it was
very annoying but not: near as bad as
the Boche, from the S0th on until
we were relieved. The other regi-
ments of our division was in front of
us and they attacked on the 6th and
7th of October. My regiment was
used as shock troops for some un-
known reason. Onmn October 11th an
order came around that we would
relieve a trench regiment that night.
©)f “course nothing -was mentioned
about an attack, but just before go-
ing in the line we were told tnat we
would attack at seven o'clock Octo-
ber 12th, and attack we did. Our
objective was a plece of woods on top
of a hill celled Bois de Haumaut.
The French had made three attempts
to take the hill and woods but Tailed.
The artillery was supposed to give us
six hours preparation but instead
It only give us about forty minutes.
the result of whieh you can guess.
We were at that time fighting under
French command. The night of the
l1th we moved into a valley at the
foot of the hill and laid there. 3 .
The Boche suspected something|of machine artillery fire.
and he opened up all his artillery on|. I have not served as long
that part, and we as some of my friends I have done

casualties. Never-|my bit and I am glad to say so.

theless everybody fas full of vim and| There were but two of the Poca-
anxiously waiting for seven o'clock to|hontas boys in my Company when I
Itﬂnyﬂ.ﬂmnﬂttoﬂnw’huy were
went—a prettier sight you never|Lemuel M. Grimes and Charlie Gum.
could see. Our lines were straight, | They were my special chums.
even if a sheil would blow them apar

November 14, 191%,
Editor Times:

Will write a few lines for your pa-
per. Iam in very fair health at
present. I am in a recreation camp:
was in a base hospital three weeks
with gas that I got while at the front
I want to tell the people of Pocahon-
tas county that [ never realized [what
war was until I reached the. trepches
where I was welcomed with artillery
fire, machine gun fire, and a few
Boehe planes now and then which got
on my nerves at'first!but was not,long
before I was over the fear. [ always
wondered what "‘over the top’’ really
meant till I got there and I was sat-
istied with that.

It is very interesting to have a
barrage of artillery and machine gun
and rifle fire ap the same time. 1
soon, learned to camofluge myself too
when I heard a, plane over head. It
is__wonderful how the Yankee boys
hold thetr courage, but they sure
havegot it. Itis veri enjoyable too,
when you have been in the trenches
several days and then get relieved.
Well as mess is about ready I will
hold this here fora while. I will
have one hour's drill afternoon and
then I will be done for the day.——
Well I have finished for the day and
will try to complete my bit of writing.
This has been one fine day here—
one of the prettiest days I have seen
since I have been in France. This
morning was the second frost I have
seen here. I guessthat is more than
the people of Poe can say if it
is like it was last r. I guess that
the reason of such fine weather is
that the great war is near a finish
now and forever, which is hoped by
all our Allies.

Ithink that the prayers of our
mothers and loved ones are a great
heip to the boys who have been to
the frout, and may everyone who
has given his life for freedom rest in
peace in Heaven. I know that God
helped through the evening's b

east of Verdun on the east bank of |,

off and tell you all about it. Ire|
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